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BOSTON REGION 


October and November were both 
warm and relatively dry months. The 
migrant land birds slipped gradually by, 
with only 
really 
marked 
wave when 


they were 
abundant 
every- 
where, Oc- 
tober 23- 
25. The fall migration was consequently 
quite disappointing. Its principal feature 
was the failure of the fresh water and 
pond duck migration, in spite of the 
greatest flight in decades of this group 
throughout most of North America. Out- 
standing declines were in the number of 
green-winged teal, pintail, and _ ring- 
necked ducks; only the ruddy maintained 
the increased numbers of recent years. 
There were almost no brant, very few 
surf scoters (off 50%), a poor hawk flight, 
and the horned lark was strangely scarce. 

Phere was a truly astonishing number 
of late stragglers in nearly every group of 
birds. It is impossible to list all the spe- 
cies with remarkable November and even 
for the only 
known occasion. Outstanding, however, 
was the tree swallow, where belated strag- 
glers are occasionally reported in early 
November. This fall flocks of hundreds 
remained on the outer Cape until late 
November, with stragglers until Decem- 


December records, many 


ber 29. There was also a truly astonishing 
number of mockingbirds, north to central 
Maine, many remaining to winter. 

By way of contrast there were many 
great rarities, and a spectacular concen- 
tration of sea-fowl off Monomoy, best 
brought out in the following table: 


Oct. 23 
Old-squaw Cae Pare 20 
ES aig i'd 66 eae 19 
American scoter 25 
White-winged scoter ...... 10,000 
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CXLVIII. October 1, 1943 to 
February 1, 1944 Fs 


On November 14, there were hal! a 
million birds. One great flock of eiders, 
shifting feeding grounds, took one hour 
and five minutes to pass a certain buoy. 

Two dickcissels stayed with house spar- 
rows (as usual) at a feeding station at 
North Carver November 1-15 (Mrs. Pink). 
Gyrfalcon, three reports eastern Massa- 
chusetts, October 23, November 14, De- 
cember 11, two of them gray adults. A 
corn crake shot at Orange, Conn., Oc- 
tober 18. A western tanager with a scitr- 
let in Cambridge, October 1 (Griscom). 
A clay-colored sparrow at Monomoy, Oc- 
tober 23 (G. Kellogg, Griscom). A short- 
billed gull (the species canus at any rate) 
at Newburyport and a curlew sandpiper 
on the Plum Island Meadows November 
2 (Griscom and party). A Swainson’s 
hawk on Marthas Vineyard November 14 
(Curtis, Bailey, Griscom) was seen twice. 
with red-tails and rough-legs seen imme- 
diately before and after. 

December was exceedingly cold, with 
normal precipitation. January began bit- 
terly cold, suddenly became mild, and was 
remarkably warm and dry the last two 
weeks. Roughly speaking there have been 
no alcids until mid-January, no flight of 
white-winged gulls, kittiwakes, goshawk, 
snowy owl, or northern shrike. The great- 
est flight in history of the evening gros- 
beak began in Maine October 24 and 
reached Massachusetts November 1. They 
have been steadily increasing, and an ob- 
server could have seen 1000 in a day neat 
Boston by touring the local feeding sta- 
tions. Pine grosbeaks appeared Novem- 
ber 10 on, reached a peak in late Novem- 
ber and are now decreasing and thinly 
scattered throughout southern New Fn- 
gland. Redpolls arrived November 2 on 
and have been slowly but steadily increas- 


Oct. 25 Nov. 14 Dec. 2 Dec. 19 
20 40,000 10,000 3,600 
300 60,000 40,000 missed 
2,000 30) 
: 1,500) 400,000 
aad. 60,000 4,500 
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ing, but not in sufficiently great numbers 
yet to make a big flight year. The abnor- 
mally early arrival of these erratic finches 
in so mild a fall is of great interest. There 
are few siskins, no crossbills, and most 
exceptionally almost no purple finches. 
A hoary redpoll at Pittsfield December 
12-14 (Miss Snyder). 

\ fine adult golden eagle was discov- 
ered at Cliff Pond, Brewster, December 
19 (Cahoon, Curtis, Griscom, Hill) and 
was still there January 1 (Eliot, Hill). 
What is apparently a fine adult gray sea 
eagle appeared in Newburyport Harbor 
January 15 (Curtis, Griscom) consorting 
with and strikingly contrasted from the 
adult bald eagles. It is still present, and 
has now been studied and observed by 
nearly 40 people, and several people have 
seen it at least twice——LupLow Griscom, 
Museum of Comparative Zoology, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 


NEW YORK REGION 


Temperature conditions during Octo- 
ber and November were about normal. 
There were no extremes. Rainfall was un- 


usually 

SN «VE | Conn heavy dur- 
BO se £> ing the 

——d latter half 

erin (ee tic of Octo- 
ow “Staten J ja” ber. Winds 
a iy were aver- 
age with 

no gales. 


In December, almost continually subnor- 
mal from the 10th, which means below 
freezing. Rainfall was light and there 
was but a trace of snow. Winds reached 
gale force on several days. January rather 
mild with more precipitation than usual, 
mostly in form of sleet and snow. 

Throughout October and early Novem- 
ber birds were present in unusual num- 
bers. Purple finches, waxwings, pine sis- 
kins, goldfinches and blue birds were 
abundant both on Long Island and in 
northern New Jersey early in October 
and were later followed by large numbers 
of red-breasted nuthatches and both king- 
lets. Late warbler migration seemed sub- 
normal. 

rhe hawk flight along the New Jersey 
ridyes was good. Movement was first noted 
in early October when sharp-shins and 
red-shoulders were most abundant. The 
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flight continued in rather satisfactory 
numbers when weather conditions were 
right and toward the end of the month 
red-tails were predominant, with a good 
mixture of rough-legs. In November gos- 
hawk reports were numerous from differ- 
ent points. 

The duck flight has been disappointing 
and with the possible exception of scaup, 
the numbers are low on Long Island 
(J. T. Nichols) and in New Jersey 
(Seeley). 

Glaucous and Iceland gulls appeared 
in early December on Long Island and at 
the Narrows of New York harbor there 
has been a rather remarkable gathering 
of unusual Lari. Throughout December 
and January many observers have re- 
ported the Kumlien’s, the black-headed 
gull (Larus ridibundus) and the little gull 
feeding with the native gulls in that 
vicinity. 

During the period there has been an 
abnormal incursion of northern finches. 
Pine siskins appeared in unusually large 
numbers in late October and on Novem- 
ber 1 an evening grosbeak was reported 
at Belle Terre, Long Island (R. C. Mur- 
phy). This report was followed by many 
others from Long Island, Westchester 
County and northern New Jersey. These 
reports range from single birds to flocks 
of considerable size: 50, Van Cortlandt 
Park (Stern and others), 40, Bound Brook, 
N. J. (Sterns), 35, Pine Brook, N. J. (Ed- 
wards, Lang), 20, Montclair, N. J. (Wol- 
farth), 6, Huntington, L. I. (Lee). These 
are but a few of the many reports. In 
nearly all cases the birds had found their 
favorite food and were eating the seeds 
of the ash-leaved maple. By mid-Novem- 
ber pine grosbeaks appeared, 7 reported 
at Montclair (Edwards, Wolforth), 1, 
Franklin Lake, N. J. (Hupschmid), 5, 
Alpine (Komorowski) and other reports 
from Prospect Park, Brooklyn and from 
Westchester and Putnam Counties, N. Y. 
The first redpolls arrived here in late 
November and from that date they were 
recorded in many localities, increasing in 
numbers to a maximum in late January. 
Some of the larger flocks were: 40, Ridge- 
wood, N. J. (C. K. Nichols), 30, Bronx 
Park (Komorowski), 25, Van Cortlandt 
Park (Eisenmann, Weinberg), 11, Rock- 
away, N. J. (Edwards). Crossbill records 
have been very few. 
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Heavy snows in the North may have 
been one factor in sending these birds 
down in unusual numbers, as points in 
northern New England report snow on 
the ground of from 30 to 50 inches. If this 
condition was the cause of the appear- 
ance here of the finches it did not aftect 
the snowy owls or the snow buntings for 
only one of each was reported in the re- 
gion for the entire period. 

Other notable records for the region 
follow: 7 American egrets remained at 
Jones Beach until October 15; a golden 
eagle was seen at Montclair on October 
17, during the hawk migration (Wolf- 
arth); 75 black skimmers at Oak Beach, 
October 15 (Elliott and others); 3 para- 
sitic jaegers, November 4, Pelham Bay 
Park (L. N. Nichols). Wintering tree 
swallows, inland, in northern New Jersey 
are unusual, 10 are staying at Milltown 
(Collins). From a number of points come 
reports of migrant shrikes with greater 
frequency \ black-throated 
green warbler remained in Van Cortlandt 
Park until January | (Komorowski). Con- 
necticut warblers were not uncommon at 
Bound Brook in fall migration, several 
being reported there to October 10 
(Conn). A very unusual record was a 
yellow-breasted chat observed on Decem- 
ber 26 and again on the 28th on Staten 
Island (Cleaves). The Long Island colony 
of European goldfinches is wintering suc- 
cessfully. They are reported from Massa- 
pequa (Elliott) and from Garden City 
(J. T. Nichols).— Cuares K. NICHOLS, 
American Museum of Natural History, 
New York, New York. : 


than usual. 


PHILADELPHIA REGION 


Weather—During the late fall, weather 
conditions averaged normal. The winter 
has been rather mild with little snow. 
Two inches in 
mid-January was 
the heaviest 


e READING, 
HARRISBURG 


snowfall. 
Wildfowl— 
Springton Res- 
ervoir, Delaware 
Co., Pa., has 
been _periodical- 
ly censused for 
water birds by E. H. and J. P. Rigby; 
October 31, common loon 1, horned grebe 


Atlantic 
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4, pied-billed grebe 1, black duck 100, 
mallard 30, baldpate 10, wood duck 3, 
pintail 2, canvas-back 2, scaup 2, ring- 
neck 16, old squaw 2, ruddy duck 8, 
Canada goose 2, coot 8; October 17, red- 
head 2, November 19, whistling swan 6, 
November 28, gadwall 1. 

The concentration of ducks along the 
Delaware River reached its peak on No- 
vember 16 according to Dr. Coman, who 
has been taking counts weekly. Ducks 
recorded on the above date from West- 
ville southward, mallard 69, black duck 
27,000, baldpate 100, pintail 60,000, 
green-winged teal 2,000, blue-winged teal 
20, shoveller 75, ruddy duck 23, ring-neck 
1, scaup 100, buffle-head 7. 

Other waterfowl records — Riverton, 
N. J., December 19, hooded merganser 1, 
American merganser 200; October 30, 
American scoter 1 (Moore); Moorestown, 
N. J., October 3, wood duck 24 (Haines); 
Beaver, Pa., October 31, surf scoter |, 
very unusual (Cole). 

Hawks—A large concentration of hawks 
was found (Miller, et al) in the Salem, 
N. J., area. November 21, red-tailed hawk 
32, red-shouldered hawk 4, rough-legged 
hawk 1, bald eagle 4, marsh hawk 20, 
Cooper’s hawk 1, duck hawk 1, sparrow 
hawk 6. 

Shore birds—Westville, N. J., October 
7, the following waders were still present: 
greater yellow-legs 1, lesser yellow-legs 70, 
pectoral sandpiper 60, white-rumped 
sandpiper 8 (October 14, 35; 30th, 25), 
red-backed sandpiper 6, stilt sandpiper 10 
(October 14, 20; 30th, 10), (Manners); 
Forty Fort, Pa., October 17, spotted sand- 
piper 1, a late date (Tracy); Beverly, 
N. J., January 1, Wilson’s snipe 1 (Street); 
Fishhouse, N. J., October 31, Wilson's 
phalarope 9, an unusual number and a 
late date (Coman, McDonald). 

Nuthatches—The red-breasted nuthatch 
which continued to increase in number 
during the late fall and early winter. 
showed a marked decline in number 
rather abruptly during the first week in 
January. Many reports indicate that they 
were, at that time, absent from many feed- 
ing stations which they had continuously 
frequented. What caused this disappeat- 
ance and where did they go? 

The white-breasted nuthatch continued 
to be common during the period and 
comparative counts showed them to be 
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from two to three times as numerous as 
they were last winter. 

Warblers —Some unusual records for 
the period are: Sewell, N. J., October 6, 
orange-crowned warbler 1, trapped (Bate- 
zel); Philadelphia, Pa., October 10, or- 
ange-crowned warbler | (Curry); Beverly, 
N. J.. December 26, yellow-throat 1, Jan- 
uary 2, yellow palm warbler 1 (Street); 
Westville, N. J., December 5, yellow-throat 
1 (Manners); Collingswood, N. J., No- 
vember 2, yellow-throated warbler 1 
(dead) (Potter). 

Northern finches—Pine siskins appeared 
in fairly large numbers in late October. 
The reports were frequent after that date 
but had tapered off by early winter. Cape 
May, N. J., October 31, 30 (E. Y. and Q. 
Kramer). Evening grosbeaks—scattered re- 
ports. Brown Mills, N. J., November 16, 
30 (Pumyea), Westville, N. J., November 
14, | (Manners), State College, Pa., De- 
cember 28, 12 (W. S. Clarke), Ambler, 
Pa., January 15, 1 (Gillan). 

Pine grosbeaks—No reports from the 
immediate vicinity of Philadelphia. Sev- 
eral winter records from the Pocono 
Mountains (J. Cadbury). One was seen 
at Kempton, Pa., November 23 (Roland). 

Redpolls—No reports during the peri- 
od. 

Other records of interest—Forty Fort, 
Pa.. October 3, Lincoln’s sparrow 1 
(Tracy); Sewell, N. J., October 8, white- 
crowned sparrow | (Batezel); Riverton, 
N. J., October 30, snow bunting, early 
date (Emilie Moore); Beverly, N. J., De- 
cember 26, migrant shrike 1 (Street); 
Cape May, N. J., October 31, blue-gray 
gnatcatcher 1 (E, Y. and Q. Kramer); 
Swarthmore, Pa., December 12, brown 
thrasher 1 (Kroon); Princeton, N. J., Oc- 
tober 13, Forester’s tern 2 (Rogers); Fort 
Mott, N. J., January 1, red-bellied wood- 
pecker 1 (Corn, Jacobs); Fort Mott, N. J., 
November 7, black vulture 1 (Jacobs, 
Manners); Pennypack Park, Philadelphia, 
Pa., October 21, golden eagle 1 (Yoder); 
Salem, N. J., January 23, great black- 
backed gull 1, apparently the first record 
for the Delaware Valley, though usual on 
the coast. (Coman, et al); Fort Mott, N. J.. 
November 21, phoebe (E. Y. Kramer). 
Jurtan K. Porrer, Collingswood, N. J. 


CAROLINA REGION 
W’eather—Colder than normal, January 
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a little above at Raleigh and Columbia. 
a little below at Charleston; minimum, 
Raleigh 
10° on De- 
cember 16, 
January 9; 


- Colum- 
\ ° - 

@ corns: jor" bia, 16°, 
Carolina Charles- 


ops Roman 
BOGS iSlond 


ton, 17°, 
December 
17. Rainfall much below normal first 
half; little above at Raleigh and Colum- 
bia, second, but Charleston 2 inches over; 
snow to Charleston, December 15, to Co- 
lumbia, January 9. 

INLAND SECTION — Summer lasts. 
Swifts, Raleigh, October 13, Spartanburg 
(Cannon) 15th, Clemson (Shuler) 17th; 
hummingbird, Raleigh, 10th; wood 
thrush, New London, N. C. (Trott) 13th; 
wood pewee, same place, 12th; yellow- 
throat, Raleigh, Clemson, 10th, Columbia 
(Charles) 15th; redstart, Raleigh, Clem- 
son, 10th, Spartanburg, 11th; blue gros- 
beak, indigo bunting, Clemson, 10th; 
black and white warbler, Clemson, No- 
vember 11th. 

Transients —'Tennessee warbler, Octo- 
ber 13-30, Cape May warbler, 13-28; 
Canada warbler, 28th. all at Clemson. 

Winter visitors — White-throated spar- 
row, Charlotte (Clarkson), Statesville (An- 
derson) October 1, Spartanburg, Clemson, 
3rd; junco, Clemson, 3rd: very early, but 
Raleigh, October 29, Spartanburg, No- 
vember 2, Columbia, 15th; purple finch, 
Raleigh, October 17, Spartanburg, 25th, 
Clemson, 30th; ruby-crowned kinglet, 
Raleigh, October 3, Spartanburg, 10th; 
golden-crowned kinglet, both places, 10th; 
pipit, Clemson, October 6. Two unusual 
winter birds: red-breasted nuthatch, Ra- 
leigh, October 10, Spartanburg, 6th; 
throughout North Carolina during peri- 
od; siskin, Raleigh, November 14, and 
throughout period, also at Chapel Hill, 
Greensboro and Charlotte (very com- 
mon). Unusual—2 bald eagles, New Lon- 
don, November 11. 

MOUNTAIN SECTION — At Arden 
(Mrs. Grinnell) Tennessee warbler, Oc- 
tober 3, 22; black and white, 20th; black- 
throated green to October 8; wood pe- 
wee, October 10; mountain vireo, No- 
vember 1; Bewick’s wren, October 15, 


chipping sparrow, brown thrasher, 31st; 
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golden-crowned kinglet, 10th, ruby-crown, 
22nd, fox sparrow, November 6. Unusual 
—flock of 8 siskins, October 22; a white- 
crowned sparrow, November 1; 4 tree 
sparrows, December 4, a redpoll, Febru- 
ary 1. At Caesar’s Head, S. C., 2 duck 
hawks and a ruffed grouse, November 25 
(Shuler). 

COASTAL SECTION — Migration of 
waterfowl had reached Pea Island by Oc- 
tober, most species were at Cape Romain 
by October 5, and at Santee-Cooper, 65 
miles inland, by late October. Ducks and 
geese appeared to be about as numerous 
as last year, with the cxception of green- 
winged teal, redhead, canvas-back and old 
squaw. Christmas counts in Virginia and 
North Carolina were low on waterfowl 
due to frozen marshes, but those in South 
Carolina did not show any relative in- 
crease. Snow geese at Pea Island reached 
a peak of 20,000 in mid-January: double 
that of best past years; with last goose 
January 28. Pea Island (Walker) reports 
usual small number of brant in late fall. 
Cape Henry (Mrs. Reed) noted heavy 
migration of rusty blackbirds November 
3, and 100 red-breasted nuthatches on 
November 21 (A. H. Claugus, G. M. An- 
drews). Charleston (Chamberlain) found 
robins abundant on coast with 8,000 on 
Christmas count against 500 for 1942; 
migrant shrikes were collected there for 
first time (Chamberlain, Burleigh, Peters) 
in 32-mile ride 16 of 17 birds appeared 
to be migrants. Summerville (Swope) re- 
ports thrushes more abundant, juncos en- 
tirely absent, a dearth of warblers, and a 
wave of kinglets and white-throated spar- 
rows on November 26. 

Unusual records for South Carolina in- 
clude from Cape Romain: roseate spoon- 
bill through October 14; Arkansas king- 
bird, October 13, seventh record for State; 
snowy owl, October 26 (Du Pre) sixth 
for State; lark sparrow October 12-15. 
(Eisenmann, Bull, Komorowski) first rec- 
ord; gray kingbird, December 12 (Little- 
hales) first winter record; vellow-throated 
vireo December 20 (Hoyt) only winter 
record. Beaufort, S. C., produced burrow- 
ing owl December 7 (I. R. Tompkins) 
first record; raven taken alive November 
17, sixth record. Charleston had glaucous 
(?) gull November 19 (Chamberlain, W. 
H. Humphreys) no other South Carolina 
record though observed in Georgia and 
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North Carolina, also rose-breasted gros- 
beak October 9, and immature mile 
found dead at Summerville (Mrs. J. F. 
Bischoff) unusual on coast. Twenty-seven 
cooperators reporting.—C. S. BRIMLEy, 
North Carolina Department of Agricul- 
ture, and JOHN GREY, 2718 Vanderbilt 
Avenue, Raleigh, N. C. 


PENSACOLA (FLA.) REGION 
WEATHER-—From mid-October to Jan- 
uary 21, temperatures averaged much be- 
low normal; first frost to coast, October 
27, and first ice in 


Pensacola region 


u er art of 
Florida — PP P 


county, November 
11; lowest tem- 
perature of peri- 
od, 24° on De- 
cember 16. Octo- 
ber very dry 
(27% of average 
rainfall), remain- 


Gulf oF Mexico| der of period nor- 


mal, but rainfall 
not sufficient to neutralize effects of 
drought, and pond levels still very low at 
close of period. 

MIGRATION — Continuing report of 
preceding period on night migrants killed 
on Pensacola Bay bridge, the daily survey 
by E. J. Koestner and Miss L. Pate from 
October 1 through November 6 yielded 
37 additional specimens of 15 species— 
6 warblers, 4 sparrows, 4 other passeri- 
formes and coot. No marked preponder- 
ance of specimens of any species as in 
preceding period— myrtle warbler (7), 
swamp sparrow (5), oven-bird and indigo 
bunting (4 each), and most others | each. 
Yellow-throat flight of preceding period 
was over, and only 2 were found. Arrival 
dates established by bridge specimens: 
swamp sparrow and _ short-billed marsh 
wren, October 8; Nelson’s sparrow, 17th. 
Departure dates established by bridge 
specimens: Tennessee warbler (latest ever 
recorded, by 5 days), oven-bird and indigo 
bunting (latest ever recorded, by | 
day), all on November 4. 

Additional arrival dates — October 3, 
ring-billed gull; 6th, vellow-bellied sip- 
sucker and phoebe (Mrs. A. L. Whig- 
ham); 10th, myrtle warbler (Mrs. Whig- 
ham—earliest ever recorded, by 1 day). 
double-crested cormorant. herring gu!l. 
rubv-crowned kinglet and magnolia warb- 
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ler; 13th, whitethroated sparrow (Mrs. 
Whigham); 17th, song sparrow (rare) and 
orange-crowned warbler; 24th, white peli- 
can (very rare) and red-backed sandpiper 
(both reported by Koestner); 31st, gol- 
den-crowned kinglet and _blue-headed 
vireo; November 2, robin (Mrs. Whig- 
ham); 4th, common loon; 7th, mallard 
(W. L. Boyden), horned grebe, hermit 
thrush and brown creeper; 9th, shoveller 
(H. Mason); 11th, purple finch (Mrs. 
Whigham—earliest ever recorded, by 3 
days); 14th, vesper sparrow; 19th, gold- 
finch (Mrs. Whigham); December 5, 
Bonaparte’s gull; 19th, canvas-back (rare): 
January 9, gannet (earliest ever recorded, 
by 3 days). 

Additional departure dates—October 3, 
crested flycatcher (very late) and little 
blue heron; 8th, rose-breasted grosbeak 
(Mrs. Whigham); 15th, redstart (Mrs. 
Whigham); 17th semipalmated plover 
and red-eyed vireo; 22d, chimney swift; 
24th, scarlet tanager (Miss Pate—equals 
previous latest record), parula warbler 
(Miss Pate), blue grosbeak (latest ever 
recorded, by 17 days), yellow-billed 
cuckoo and wood pewee; 28th, snowy 
egret and Louisiana heron (latest ever re- 
corded, by 26 days and 15 days respec- 
tively—both reported by C. J. Kahn); 
3lst, magnolia warbler (latest ever re- 
corded, by 1 day); November 1, ruby- 
throated hummingbird (Mrs. Whigham); 
7th, wood thrush (Miss Pate—latest ever 
recorded, by 13 days) and rough-winged 
swallow (latest ever recorded, by 14 days 
—rare after August); 9th, barn swallow. 

POPULATION — Robins extremely 
abundant for first time since killing freeze 
of January, 1940—local reason is heaviest 
crop of sour gum berries (Nyssa sp.) in 
many years. Same attraction can account 
for hermit thrush in almost pre-1940 
numbers for the first time. Savannah 
sparrow is now the only species decreased 
by that freeze that has not yet recovered 
former abundance—still rare. 

NESTING — Bald eagle incubating 
closely, December 5. 

\CCIDENTALS—Dickcissel, 1 winter- 
ing bird from January 4 to end of period 
—a recently established habit of past few 
winters. White-eyed vireo, December 26, 
rare Or accidental in winter. 

BEHAVIOR NOTES — Red-wings 
sworming in long-leaf pines (P. palustris), 
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feeding on pine seeds and showering 
down seed “wings.”—Francis M. WESTON, 
2006 E. Jordan St., Pensacola, Fla. 


OHIO-MICHIGAN REGION 
During fall and winter there was little 
snow or sleet and no severe cold. Con- 
sequently, the weather seemed favorable 
to wildlife even 


though the av- 
erage tempera- 


€ 
8 
> tures were a 
N little below 
t normal up to 
: the remarkable 
” | Grand thaw in late 
YHAS + - 
Ann Arbor January. The 


snowfall in 
northern 
Michigan was 
so light that 
deer were not 
confined to 
yards. 

MIGRATION AND POPULATION— 
The ducks moved through slowly from 
the north, and some land migrants, par- 
ticularly shore birds, remained in num- 
bers abnormally late. On the larger lakes 
where ducks ordinarily concentrate dur- 
ing the fall movement, counts were below 
last year’s. However, this is not taken as 
indicating a reduced flight, since the 
ponds and marshes of the interior which 
were unusually attractive following the 
heavy rains of the summer, tended to scat- 
ter the ducks. 

The mildness of the fall is well indi- 
cated by the fact that 11 species of shore- 
birds still remained on November 7 along 
the shore of Lake Erie near Toledo, more 
than a month after the normal departure 
date for most of them. Here on Decem- 
ber 4, the latest date on record for all of 
them, were 3 golden plovers, 2  black- 
bellied plovers, 1 lesser yellow-leg and 
3 red-backed sandpipers. Hundreds of 
Bonaparte’s gulls were still to be found 
Christmas at most locations on the south 
shore of Lake Erie where there was open 
water. This is at least three weeks later 
than normal. 

An interesting occurrence of the winter 
was the amazingly consistent increase of 
nuthatches throughout the region. In the 
Christmas bird count data from nineteen 
stations permitted comparisons of num- 


nto 
a or 


Cincmaar 
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bers of whitebreasted nuthatches in 1942 
and 1943, and of these. sixteen showed an 
The numbers of red- 
breasted nuthatches were small, but every 


increase this season. 


one of eleven localities where they were 
seen in either year reported an increase 
in 1943. 

Half-hardy species remained in extraor- 
dinary numbers, but there were perhaps 
fewer wintering robins than usual. Great 
blue herons stayed into the winter at a 
number of Ohio and Michigan localities, 
and one or two immature black-crowned 
night herons remained through Decem- 
ber near Toledo in Monroe County, 
Michigan, the only place where they have 
been known to winter in that state. Many 
meadowlarks and bluebirds wintered in 
southern Ohio (Thomas) and a few were 
seen farther north. Seven mockingbirds 
were noted in central Ohio, 2 near Akron. 
and 2—the first ever recorded there—nea 


Ashland, O. (Kahl). 
served in Monroe County, Michigan, and 


lTowhees were ob 


at several Ohio points. 
Interesting North 
were notably scarce. Rough-legged hawks 


visitors from the 


were fewer than in many years. The only 
Ashtabula, O., 
December 22 (Hicks). Redpolls were few 


snowy owl was one at 


generally, with the exception that good 


numbers were reported by people at 
Cleveland and a few remained at South 
Bass Island in Lake Erie until January 10 
(Trautman). The report that pine gros 
beaks arrived unusually early at Atlanta, 
Mich. 


grosbeak on October 24 was about a 


(Douglass) and that an evening 


month earlier than any previous record 
at Ann Arbor, Mich. (Van Tyne) gave 
promise of a southern flight, which did 
not develop. No grosbeaks or crossbills 


were reported by Ohio observers. In the 


Columbus neighborhood, even the abun- 
dant tree sparrow was not so numerous 
as usual (Thomas). Lapland longspurs 
and snow buntings were entirely missing 
from some territories where thev are cus 
tomarily found. 

A sandhill crane was seen near Big 
Portage Lake, Mich., January 18 and 19. 
A dowitcher on December 5 in Monroe 
County near Toledo was the latest on 
record in Michigan (Campbell). Rare 
shore birds were: willet 9 at Lake Dorothy 
near Barberton, O., October 20 (F. E. 
Smith) and Hudsonian godwit near To- 
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ledo, October 17-24, (Van Camp and 
Stearns). A stray cowbird reached South 
Bass Island, January 28 (Trautman) and 
Oxford, Ohio, December 30 and January 
4 (Mattox). The first Hudsonian chick- 
adee for Ohio was seen on Turtle Island 
in Lake Erie on November 6 (Mayfield). 
A myrtle warbler was present in January 
at Oxford (Mattox) and at Toledo (Van 
Camp). An Oregon junco (subsp. ?) on 
November | and 6 field sparrows on De- 
cember 19 were interesting finds at Akron 
(Thorpe). The first field sparrows known 
to have wintered in Michigan remained 
into January near Toledo (Campbell).— 
Haroip Mayrtevp, 3311 Parkwood Ave., 
Toledo, Ohio. 


MISSOURI REGION 
Temperatures were about normal dur- 
ing October and November. Two early 
cold waves with a drop close to zero oc- 
curred during 


the second and 

third weeks of 

December. 

January, espe- 

cially the sec- 

ond half, was 

aa unusually mild 

buSSOURI REGION ZF and spring- 

dike. Precipita- 

tion was much below normal during the 

entire period. The marshes and smallet 

lakes were closed rather early by the se- 
vere weather in December. 

Reports indicate that concentrations ol 
waterfowl in the Missouri and Mississippi 
valleys were not as great as in the fall of 
1942, due probably to poorer feeding 
conditions caused by severe floods of 
spring and summer. Canada geese were 
first observed in the St. Louis area Octo- 
ber 10, and flocks of 18 to 100 were re- 
ported as late as December 15. Mixed 
flocks of blues and lesser snows were fre- 
quently seen overhead in the vicinity ol 
St. Louis between October 18 and Novem- 
ber 15. The comparative abundance ol 
the lesser snow goose was rather unusual. 
Moore reports flocks of 700 from Sulli- 
van, October 18 (90% lesser snows) and 
Davidson observed flocks totaling 800 at 
the same location October 25 (mostly 
lesser snows). The greatest concentration 
of ducks observed was 40,000 at Pcre 
Marquette, November 28, mostly mal- 
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lards; pintails and baldpates were prob- 
ably next in numbers. Green-winged teal 
have been common and were present un- 
til freezing of the lakes in December. 
Lesser scaups passed through in about 
usual numbers but ring-necks, redheads 
and canvas-backs were quite scarce. Amer- 
ican mergansers were seen in smaller 
numbers than last year, but hooded mer- 
gansers were reported as more numerous 
in several localities (60 at Pere Mar- 
quette, November 26). Buffle-heads and 
American golden-eyes were present in 
small numbers during late November and 
December. After the freeze only a few 
mallards, pintails and golden-eyes were 
seen on the larger rivers. On January 25 
large flocks of mallards and pintails were 
feeding in the cornfields of St. Charles 
County and Canada geese were seen in 
the wheat fields at several locations, per- 
haps an early northward movement. 
Double-crested cormorants were rather 
common in the eastern part of the region 
from September to early December (150 
at Lake Park, October 31). Herring and 
ring-billed gulls passed through in con- 
siderable numbers and a few herring 
gulls have wintered on the Mississippi 
River. Franklin’s gull was recorded twice 
at St. Louis (November 20 and 21). 
Several reports indicate that winter- 
ing hawks, particularly marsh and _ red- 
tails, have been numerous in the north- 
west and north central parts of the state. 
Harlan’s and Krider’s hawks and western 
red-tails have been fairly 
the Kansas City area. The American 
rough-leg is probably more numerous 
than for several years past. Bald eagles 
have been frequent along the Mississippi 
north of St. Louis (5, November 4, Jack- 
son, Niewohner). On October 5, a duck 
hawk attracted much attention as it sat 
on the ground devouring a sharp-shinned 
hawk, only 36 feet from a busy highway 
at the St. Louis airport (Cunningham). 
There have been only two reports of 
short-eared owls (St. Louis County, De- 
cember). Despite severest weather in 
December small land birds seem to be 
much more numerous than during the 
winter of 1942-43. The slate-colored junco 
population is above normal and winter- 
ing fox, swamp, white-crowned and white- 
throated sparrows have been frequently 
observed. The Arctic towhee shows an in- 
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crease at Kansas City and red-eyed tow- 
hees are locally common around St. 
Louis. After a year of scarcity, purple 
finches are back to about normal. Pine 
siskins, absent for several years, are re- 
ported from the Kansas City area be- 
tween October 17 and January 18 and 
the red-shafted flicker is wintering again 
at Quivers (Hedges). 

The Harris’s sparrow, a rather erratic 
winter resident in western Missouri is 
down in numbers for the second succes- 
sive year. Wintering red-headed wood- 
peckers are irregular in their distribution 
but very common in some localities. A 
Gambel’s sparrow was seen in Parkville, 
December 5 (Hedges). Two out-of-season 
records are a black and white warbler 
at Springfield, Mo. (Miller) and a cat- 
bird at Parkville, December 5 (several 
observers).—JAMES W. CUNNINGHAM, 2/7 
South Meramec, Clayton, Mo. 


MINNESOTA REGION 
WEATHER-—The four-months period 
included in this report was marked by 
exceptional weather conditions. 
After a most un- 
usual October 
with freezing 
temperatures and 
snow on the I4th, 
there came on 
November 8 a 10- 
15 inch fall of 
snow over all the 
state except the 
northwestern 
area which 
blocked traffic 
and, except for the milder temperature, 
resembled the disastrous blizzard of Armis- 
tice Day, 1940. This snow gradually dis- 
appeared and there was practically no 
further precipitation in the southern part 
of the state from that time until the last 
of January, leaving the ground bare and 
dry like summer—a winter drought of 
some 84 days. The first subzero tempera- 
ture, minus 2°, was at Duluth on Novem- 
ber 11. There were two cold spells in De- 
cember with subzero temperatures, 21° 
below at Roseau on December 14 and at 
International Falls on the 23rd. The first 
half of January was cold with frequent 
temperatures far below zero but then 
came what was termed a “heat wave” 


73 


some 


innesota 


MINNCAPOLUS 


with 58° above at Minneapolis on the 
25th, in the sixties at Fairmont and Aus- 
tin, and the warmest January on record 
at Duluth (Olin). “The most unusual 
January in the history of the Weather 
Bureau.” This for the southern part of 
the state. There are 15 to 18 inches of 
snow in the northern forests. Lake Su- 
perior has been free of ice and, farther 
south, lakes and streams have been unsafe 
for travel. Navigation on Lake Superior 
closed on December 9 because of condi- 
tions at the Soo. 

MIGRATION-—A great southward flight 
of geese, Canada and blue, was reported 
on October 14 at Ranier on the Rainy 
River, estimated ten to twenty-thousand 
(Tom Mallon). H. Albert Hochbaum, 
Manitoba, in a letter dated December 24 
stated: “Had a fine flight of ducks through 
Delta this fall. They are truly coming 
back.” After the big storm on November 
8 the northern ducks came south though 
Minnesota in great numbers. 

Winter Visitants—Reports seem to in- 
dicate that winter visitant birds have been 
much less numerous than last winter. 
Evening and pine grosbeaks have been 
only fairly represented at Duluth and no 
Bohemian waxwings (Lakela and Olin). 
Dr. Lakela reported a flock of 100 Lap- 
land long-spurs at Duluth on October 10, 
redpolls October 24, and three flocks of 
snow buntings, 50 each, the same date. 
The latter were feeding on dandelion 
heads on a grass plot on Minnesota Point. 
A glaucous gull at Duluth, November 14 
was the earliest date for the species (Lake- 
la). Dr. Lakela also reported 20 black- 
bellied plovers, 2 turnstones, 4 red-backed 
sandpipers, and 1 American pipit at Du- 
luth, October 24 and 1 greater yellow-leg 
on October 22. 

The Hudsonian chickadee has been a 
rare Visitant to southern Minnesota. But 
this winter at least 2 have been passing 
the winter in and about Glenwood Park 
at Minneapolis and have been inspected 
frequently by members of the Audubon 
Society, and on January 30 Whitney East- 
man and Arthur Hartwell saw 8 or 10 of 
them together in the same general locality 
—certainly an unusual occurrence for this 
species. 

There has apparently been a southward 
movement of ravens into Minnesota this 
winter as more have been reported than 
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for years back. Mention was made of 
them in the last paper and now Dr. 
Lakela reports 2 or 3 at Encampment 
River on the Superior Shore December 
25, and Mr. Jaques wrote as follows from 
Gunflint Lake, Cook County, on the 
tanadian boundary: “Relatively the most 
abundant bird here. Seen every day when 
we are out. I saw 5 at once and Mrs. 
Jaques saw 9 at once.” (October 25 to 
December 7, 1943). Dr. W. P. Abbott of 
Grand Marais reports that there were 6 
or 8 ravens around his place in the early 
winter, and Dr. Grace Lee Nute writes 
that during a trip into the North country 
in February she really got acquainted 
with the raven, having never known it to 
any extent before. 

Late Migration Dates—Buffle-head, De- 
cember 26, 1943, Duluth, (Dr. Lakela). A 
rare winter record. Woodcock, December 
3, 1943. St. Paul, (Gustav Swanson). Lat- 
est November 7, 1929, Minneapolis. Olive- 
backed thrush, November 24, 1943, Min- 
neapolis (Mrs. Davidson). Latest October 
16, 1926, Minneapolis. Oven-bird, De- 
cember 4, 1943, Minneapolis (Dr. Min- 
nich). Latest October 16, 1926, Minne- 
apolis. Willow thrush, October 10, 1943. 
Duluth (Lakela). Latest September 17. 
1930, Virginia. 

Accidental—Mockingbird, October 30) 
to November 13, 1943, Crookston, (J. H. 
Wampole). 

POPULATION—From December 12 to 
January 1 inclusive, Dr. Lakela, Mrs. 
Olin, Miss Elwell and other members of 
the Duluth Bird Club made 9 trips afield 
in the vicinity of Duluth and along the 
North Shore as far as Encampment River. 
some 35 miles, and listed 25 species and 
901 individuals; ground mostly bare, lake 
open. This census included 280 herring 
gulls, 231 American golden-eyes, 7 Amer- 
ican mergansers, 4 northern shrikes, 2 
Hudsonian chickadees, 2 ravens. Fewer 
ducks and gulls than usual as the open 
lake probably permitted them to scatter. 

F. L. Jaques sends the following notes 
from northern Minnesota: old squaw. 
Schroeder, November 15-16, two larg 
flocks in Lake Superior—(absent at Du- 
luth). Ruffed grouse, Gunflint, rare thi. 
year. Arctic three-toed woodpecker, Gun 
flint, more abundant than either th: 
downy or hairy. Pine siskin, Gunflin‘ 
frequently heard and seen. 
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Woodcock—T. L. Wann, Jr., of St. 
Paul says that the woodcock is common 
in northern Pine County and that he 
knew of 52 birds being shot there during 
the open season this year—October 3 to 
October 17. As the season advanced new 
birds kept appearing indicating a south- 
ward migration at that time. They kept to 
the open, dry ground, ruffed grouse cover. 

COOPERATION — Members of the 
Minneapolis Audubon Society, of the 
Bird Clubs at Minneapolis and Duluth, 
and several individuals named in the 
text.—THOMAS S, RosBerts, Director, Min- 
nesota Museum of Natural History, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 


UTAH REGION 

Except for one storm period of a week 
or ten days, beginning October 19, and a 
three-day east wind cold snap around No- 
vember 15, the months of 
October, November and 
December until 


SALT LAKE CITY) Christmas day 
art, were dry and 

mild even to the 

‘e extent of several 

Pooren« > frostless nights 
a) in late Novem- 

ber. Eight inches 

of wet snow fell 


on Christmas 
day and two other heavy snowfalls fol- 
lowed a week apart in early January. 
Total fall at Bear River Refuge, 2114 
inches, and 10 inches still on ground 
January 29. Temperature fell to near zero 
after each storm and continued sub- 
freezing weather throughout January 
which completely closed all open ponds 
and the lower stretches of the Bear River. 

The October storm brought in a flight 
of mallards, baldpates and shovellers but 
only a few of the diving ducks and they 
are reported only from the refuge. 

Swans, geese and ducks continued to be 
numerous at the refuge until the Christ- 
mas storm. Mr. Wilson reports most of 
the ducks and geese left during the fol- 
lowing week and the swans left the next 
week. By January 10 the refuge was com- 
pletely deserted of water-fowl except for 
a few crippled birds in open water at the 
spillways. 

MIGRATIONS-—A great flight of white 
pelican was observed on the afternoon of 
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October 20 by Walter Woffinden, from 
his ranch on the north shore of Utah 
Lake. Mr. Wilson states only six re- 
mained on the refuge November 12, but 
on December 5 Arthur Bader (a compe- 
tent observer) saw a flock of several hun- 
dred birds soaring over the New State 
Gun Club. Where did they come from at 
this late date? 

White-faced Glossy Ibis—Only 51 came 
to roost at Decker’s Lake October 3 out 
of 1,500 of a month earlier. 

Whistling Swans—First arrivals at Bear 
River Refuge October 11. Population De- 
cember 1, 8,000 birds (estimated). Christ- 
mas bird count December 24, 11,000 
(estimated) and all left first week in Janu- 
ary. A small flock of 13 wintering at 
Farmington Bay still present January 2. 

Lesser Snow Goose—200 arrived Octo- 
ber 1 Bear River Refuge; 2,000 present 
December 1. Very few noted by hunters 
during open season on lake front near 
Salt Lake City. 

Lesser Canada Goose—2,000 November 
10 Bear River Refuge, increased to 4,000 
by December 1. 

Canada Goose—Christmas count 1,957, 
Mr. Wilson forwarded his Christmas count 
on ducks which is as follows: mallard 
37,000; gadwall 900; baldpate 2,500; pin- 
tail 95,000; green-winged teal 25,500; 
cinnamon teal 3; shoveller 1,300; redhead 
4, canvas-back 129; lesser scaup 3; Amer- 
ican golden-eye 5; buffle-head 4; ruddy 
13; American merganser 95. 

RARITIES FOR THE REGION— 
one male wood duck; greater scaup 1; 
ring-neck 1. All killed at the Refuge. A 
hooded merganser arrived at the aviary 
of M. R. Cheesman December 1, for the 
third winter. It left with the general 
freeze-up. The dabblers became very 
abundant along the Jordan’ River 
throughout January. 

Sandhill Cranes—35 observed October 
31, near Utah Lake by Walter Woffinden 
and 28 stopped at Pelican Point, Novem- 
ber 10 (Cedarstrom). 

Grouse — Ruffed and dusky reported 
more common in the South Wasatch 
Mountains by Dr. L. D. Pfouts than for 
many years. The 1,500-2,000 sharp-tailed 
grouse, all that remains of this species in 
Utah, is reported by Dr. D. I. Rasmussen 
of the Utah Cooperative Wild Life Re- 
search, as just holding their own. Of 
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the sage grouse in northern Utah, Dr. 
Rasmussen states that while increases are 
reported there is no justification for too 
much optimism for an open season 
though the southern counties in Idaho 
have seen fit to declare open season for 
the first time in nine years. Oscar Clegg, 
Summit County trapper, for the past 
seven years, notes an increase of sage 
grouse of at least %; during that period. 
Mr. Randall of the Utah Fish and Wild- 
life reports them as nearing abundance 
in some of the south central sections of 
the state. Three were listed by Dr. A. M. 
Woodbury on the Christmas count not 
over one mile outside the city limits. 
Game warden R. S. Terry noted a flock 
of 45 flying over the deer feeding grounds 
at Mountain Dell on the eve of January 
29. His largest count last vear was 18. 

Woodpeckers—The Lewis's woodpecker 
made a come-back along the Wasatch 
front for the first time in several years, 
probably a good acorn crop accounts for 
it. Regularly observed south of Ogden 
by T. A. Dewey and in Davis County by 
Rex B. Snow; 22 were seen on the Audu- 
bon field day November 14 at the mouth 
of Big Cottonwood and Dr. Pfouts re- 
ports them common in Payson; 17 were 
seen in Big Cottonwood area January 30. 

SOME RANDOM NOTES AND 
DATES—70 avocets at Farmington Bay, 
October 31 and reported throughout No- 
vember at New State Gun Club by Art 
Bader and to December 15 by George 
Cox. One greater yellow-leg and 3 least 
sandpipers wintered in a small creek that 
enters Decker’s Lake. First American 
rough-legged hawk November 20 (L). 
Barn swallows at Decker’s Lake, October 
3. Crows arrived in Utah County Novem- 
ber 4 (W) and pipits October 30. 
Twenty-three cedar waxwings October 25 
(Shaffer); Bohemian waxwing 25, Decem- 
ber 19 (Snow); black rosy finch 400, De- 
cember 19 (Snow); gray-crowned and 
Hepburn’s rosy finch 25, December 26 
(L); hermit thrush October 24. Downy 
woodpecker, rock wren and Audubon’s 
warbler to November 2. Montana juncos 
abundant by October 15; a few pink- 
sided, gray-headed and slate-colored also. 
Tree sparrows, December 5. Gambel’s 
sparrow common by October 1. C. W. 
LOCKERBIE, 223 West 9th South Street, 
Salt Lake City 4, Utah. 
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TEXAS COASTAL REGION 
WEATHER — October began with 1 
heavy rain, though the rest of the month 
was generally bright. The first cool snap 
ye came October 
\ es 15 with a min- 
imum temper- 
| ature of 49°, 
pore, | Good weather 
pe | and minimum 
2 Gut , temperatures 
a0 and _| of about 40° 
prevailed throughout November. The 
first freeze occurred December 1, and the 
winter rains began soon after. December 
and January were unusually rainy and 
cold, with freezing temperatures every 
two or three weeks. January, with a rain- 
fall of 8.5 inches, was the wettest since 
1891. The lowest temperature was 25 
January 9, and the highest 73° January 21. 
GENERAL CONDITIONS — Captain 
of Wardens, E. T. Dawson, reports: 
“Ducks were more numerous than last 
year, most of the increase being pintails, 
which constituted about 80% along the 
upper Texas coast; but mallards were 
more plentiful than pintails in the in- 
terior about Houston. Mottled ducks were 
more numerous; baldpates and gadwall 
about the same as last year; canvas-back 
showed no increase. Redheads showed a 
surprising come-back; a concentration re- 
ported to contain about 400,000 birds 
spent the month of December off Flour 
Bluff, near Corpus Christi. Thousands of 
green-winged teal wintered near Bay City. 
Hunting this season had little effect on 
the duck population. Geese were numer- 
ous in October, but many vanished im- 
mediately after the hunting season 
opened. About 10,000 of the large Canada 
geese wintered just east of Galveston Bay; 
and several thousand lesser Canada and 
Hutchins’s geese wintered on or near the 
Aransas Refuge. Lesser snow geese blank- 
eted almost all the Texas coast line. I 
estimate about 200,000 and about 20,000 
blue geese. The lesser snow goose was the 
most numerous of the geese; the large 
Canada geese have not increased in num- 
bers for four years, and need more pro- 
tection. Wilson’s snipe are too scarce to 
warrant an open season yet.” Lesser 
scaup were unusually scarce in the Gal- 
veston Bay region, though apparently not 
so at Rockport. Hawks (especially the 
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red-tailed) and owls (barred and barn) 
were more numerous than last year. Shore 
birds had an excellent season. The house 
wren, brown creeper, robin, blue-gray 
gnatcatcher and pipit were less common 
than usual in the Galveston Bay region. 
The myrtle warbler, goldfinch, ruby- 
crowned kinglet and white-throated spar- 
row were more numerous about Houston 
than at any time since 1940. 

MIGRATION. Departures—Some de- 
parture dates (by McKay at Cove) with 
previous averages in parentheses follow: 
green heron October 8 (October 23); 
nighthawk October 8 (October 22); ruby- 
throated hummingbird October 12 (Oc- 
tober 24); eastern kingbird October 3 
(October 11); scissor-tailed flycatcher Oc- 
tober 29 (October 24); barn swallow Oc- 
tober 26 (November 10); parula warbler 
October 3 (October 19); indigo bunting 
October 24 (October 26). Most of these 
dates were a week or two earlier than 
average. 

Arrivals—Some arrival dates (by Mc- 
Kay at Cove) with previous averages in 
parentheses follow: lesser snow and blue 
geese October 17 (October 18); canvas- 
back November 2 (October 31); baldpate 
October 17 (September 22); buffle-head 
November 14 (November 16); flicker Oc- 
tober 3 (September 27); phoebe October 
10 (October 7); golden-crowned kinglet 
November 7 (October 30); ruby-crowned 
kinglet October 17 (October 12); American 
pipit October 17 (October 15); starling 
October 6 (October 10); myrtle warbler 
November 7 (October 25); goldfinch No- 
vember 29 (November 22); savannah 
sparrow October 17 (October 18); white- 
throated sparrow November 14 (October 
25); Lincoln’s sparrow October 24 (Oc- 
tober 6), swamp sparrow October 19 (Oc- 
tober 15). Most of these dates are about 
average, or a few days later than average. 

OF SPECIAL INTEREST—Mrs. Hager 
reports and accurately describes a Wurde- 
mann’s heron at Rockport October 9; a 
bird of this kind was noted there in late 
September. For the second time a small 
flock of fulvous tree ducks has wintered 
on a lake in Hermann Park, Houston; 
and 10 canvas-backs spent the month of 
January there. Despite bad weather, ro- 
seate spoonbills lingered late: 5 immature 
near the Vingt-et-un Island Sanctuary till 
December 7 (Dawson) and others at 
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Rockport, December 17 and 22 (Hagar). 
About 500 glossy ibises were with the 
spoonbills near Vingt-et-un December 7. 
Krider’s, Harlan’s and Harris’s hawks 
(all extremely rare in the region) were at 
Cove during the first three weeks of De- 
cember, and caracaras were more com- 
mon than ever before about Galveston 
Bay.—Greorce G. WituiAMs, The Rice 
Institute, Houston, Texas. 


SAN FRANCISCO REGION 
Deficiency in the seasonal rainfall, ac- 
companied by the more than normal 
amount of sunshine, ordinarily would 
have made this 


SACRAMENTO winter an especial- 
ly favorable one 
for birds. For 
many species in 
this region, how- 
ever, shortages of 
food, on the land, 
have ac- 


pacipio counted for ab- 


J sence or reduced 
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numbers. Hills in 
4 — the Berkeley area 
were not green until January; a hundred 
miles south appearance of the new grass 
was a month later. Both areas had a 
meager acorn crop. Numerous fires in 
November affected local presence and 
movements of birds. On December 8 and 
9 northerly winds approaching gale force 
occurred throughout the State, further 
drying the land, thus making it harder 
for birds to find food. 

The information reported for water 
birds is of considerable more interest than 
the small number (4) of reporters would 
indicate. Holboells grebe, Carmel Bay, 
2 on October 10 (Williams); eared grebe, 
Dumbarton Bridge, increasing from about 
200 on October 7 to around 1000 on Oc- 
tober 30 (Allen); fulmar, 2 to 3 miles off 
Cypress Point, one on October 13 (W.): 
white pelican, Dumbarton Bridge, 100 on 
October 15, 75 on October 30, near Mt. 
Eden, about 150 on October 15 (A.); 
American egret, Lake Temescal, October 
31 (Leffler), Berkeley Aquatic Park, 4 on 
November 18 (A.); snowy egret, Lake 
Merritt, October 15 and November 3 
(L.); black brant, Carmel River-mouth, 
1 from January 20 to end of month (W.); 
lesser snow goose, Carmel River-mouth, 
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1 to 3 present from October 22 to De- 
cember 22, the third record for the area 
(W.); mallard and pintail, Monterey 
Peninsula, larger numbers in last two or 
three years than formerly (W.); green- 
winged teal, Carmel River-mouth, 1 on 
October 15 (W.); American golden-eye 
and _ buffle-head, Carmel River-mouth, 
none where formerly of regular occur- 
rence (W.); semipalmated plover, Ala- 
meda, wintering flock of 17 seen on Janu- 
ary 30 (Kelly); black-bellied plover, Dum- 
barton Bridge, increasing on October 7 
(A.); Wilson’s snipe, Carmel River- 
mouth, October 19 (W.), Lake Temescal, 
December 5 (L.); spotted sandpiper, Ala- 
meda, October 20 (K.); wandering tattler, 
Santa Cruz, October 1 (A.), Cliff House, 
December 31 (K.); willet, observed on 
6 dates, the last November 18 at Berkeley 
Aquatic Park (A.); red-backed sandpiper, 
\lameda, first on October 2 (K.); sander- 
ling, Santa Cruz, about 225 on October | 
(A.); godwit, Dumbarton Bridge, few on 
October 7 (A.); avocet, Dumbarton 
Bridge, 100 to 150 on October 7, about 
1000 on October 30 (A.); herring gull, 
Monterey, | on October 15 (W.); short- 
billed gull, Carmel River-mouth, 2 on 
October 27 (W.); ancient murrelet, Car- 
mel Bay, 3 on November 28, Cypress 
Point, flock of 18 on January 12, largest 
number seen together by this observer 
(W.). 

Observers of land birds have found 
many items worth permanent record. In 
general summer birds tended to stay late, 
winter species were tardy in appearing, 
and numerous kinds appeared in places 
where not regularly encountered. White- 
tailed kite, Point Lobos, 1 hovering over 
grassy area south of Carmel Cove, Octo- 
ber 4 (Linsdale); band-tailed pigeon, 
Golden Gate Park, 1 on November 13 
(Kelly), northern Santa Lucia Mountains, 
smallest number observed through fall 
and winter of any recent season evidently 
because of meager crop of madrone fruits 
and acorns (Linsdale); burrowing owl, 
Berkeley at Hopkins and Sacramento 
streets, one on December 10 (Mrs. E. 
Richardson); western flycatcher, Dimond 
district, Oakland, 1 on October 23, an 
exceptionally late date (K.); rock wren, 
rocky shore at Bird Rock, 17-mile Drive, 
Monterey Peninsula, 1 on October 3, 
first record for the area (Williams); mock- 
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ingbird, Carmel, 1 on October 18 (W.); 
Hilgard Street and Le Roy Avenue, Ber- 
keley, 1 on January 3 (Harwell); robin, 
Berkeley, flock of about 500 flying up 
Strawberry Canyon over newly burned 
area, November 7, reported as present in 
droves near Hearst Gymnasium just after 
a heavy rain, January 22 (A.); varied 
thrush, Berkeley, heard in rain on De- 
cember 28 (A.), no others reported; olive- 
backed thrush, Boulder Creek, in migra- 
tion on October 4 to 6 (A.); golden- 
crowned kinglet, Boulder Creek, October 
16 (A.); ruby-crowned kinglet, Carmel, 
October 3 (W.), Boulder Creek, same 
date (A.); pipit, Carmel River-mouth, | 
on October 19 (W.); myrtle warbler, Car- 
mel, 5 on October 28 (W.); Audubon’s 
warbler, Carmel, first seasonal record on 
September 25 (W.); Townsend’s warbler, 
Cypress Point, first seasonal record on 
September 2 (W.); hermit warbler, Gol- 
den Gate Park, | on September 25 (K.); 
western meadowlark, Oakland approach 
to Bay Bridge, 5 on January 21 (Har- 
well); white-throated sparrow, Keeler 
Avenue, Berkeley, 1 on December 5 and 
January 10 to 12 (Duffield), Broadway 
Terrace, Oakland, 1 December 11 to Jan- 
uary 10 (Curtis). 

Bird watchers this winter have found 
profit in detecting and recording exam- 
ples of early stages of the new nesting 
cycle now beginning. Developments from 
these incidents need to be traced to the 
ends of the cycles. Killdeer, Carmel 
River-mouth, 2 in display postures with 
notes of sexual or belligerent nature 
(Williams); great horned owl, Berkelev, 
2 on two pitches answered each other on 
January 27 (Allen); Anna’s humming- 
bird, Hamilton Canyon, Berkeley, male 
towering on January 17 (A.); yellow- 
billed magpie, Hastings Reservation, pre- 
liminary nesting activities more continu- 
ous than usual through the fall and win- 
ter (Linsdale); Bewick’s wren, Carmel, 2 
going about together and acting as 
though paired on January 23 (W.), Ber- 
keley, singing in last week of January 
(A.); Brewer’s blackbird, Carmel, on No- 
vember 3 last occurrence was detected of 
pairing behavior of a transitory nature, 
which was observed on several isolate! 
occasions between 3 pairs of banded birds 
that had bred together the previous 
spring. After that no such behavior was 
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definitely observed until January 21, 
when one of the same and another of last 
season’s pairs exhibited pairing behavior 
(W.); house finch, Carmel, many singing 
on January 20, a male made feeding mo- 
tions toward a female, putting bill close 
to or in her mouth (W.); Oregon junco, 
Carmel, male singing, closely watching 
and following a female, on January 18 
(W.); song sparrow, Berkeley, one sing- 
ing in last week of January (A.).—JEAN 
M. LINSDALE, Hastings Reservation, 
Jamesburg Route, Monterey, Calif. 
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WEATHER — Temperatures averaged 
high; November especially was summer- 
like and mid-January as well (86° max. 
at L. A.) Three 
gentle rain 
storms in De- 
cember finally 
broke the long 
drought in the 
lowlands, but 
less than one 
inch in January 
left the total 
precipitation 
slightly subnormal. Cold days and nightly 
frosts in interior valleys marked most of 
January; snow was permanent above 
6000 feet since December, but montane 
species, nevertheless, were notably lack- 
ing in the lowlands. 

MIGRATION—Oceanic species: These 
are rarely observed in wartime, but one 
contributor, a navy man, reports off 
Point Loma, November 13, 1  slender- 
billed, 2 pink-footed and numerous sooty 
shearwaters, 1 pomarine and numerous 
parasitic jaegers and red phalaropes. 

Geese: Far more Canadas than usual— 
flocks of 13-15, October 17 at Salton Sea 
and in December at Carlsbad and Sweet- 
water Lake, San Diego County (Stott, 
Huey); single birds, December 26, L. Elsi- 
nore (Watson) January 30. Chatsworth 
(Daugherty). Scattered records of all 
other geese, and first northward flights of 
the white-fronted, our commonest goose, 
on the same dates as last year, January 23 
to February 1; a total of 1500 birds re- 
ported, though a few of these may pos- 
sibly have been Canadas (ssp?). 
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Ducks: At Big Bear Lake October (pre- 
hunting season) counts included 15,000 
pintails, other species much fewer; none 
of the wintering canvas-backs or Ameri- 
can mergansers (6500 and 650 respectively 
on Christmas count) present yet on Oc- 
tober 12. A record count of 150 American 
mergansers were at Silver Lake, Los 
Angeles, in December. During open sea- 
son, in the Los Angeles area at least, few 
observers see many ducks since the gun 
clubs, on or over whose waters the great 
concentrations are found, are at that time 
“for members only.” However, rafts of 
dabbling ducks, mostly pintail, just be- 
yond the surf were estimated at 10,000 
at Bolsa Chica, November 28 and 5000 
at Playa del Rey and Santa Monica in 
early January. Less common species: 
buffle-head, from 6 at Goleta, November 
28 (Rett) to “on all lowland waters in 
San Diego area” (Stott); female hooded 
merganser, December 30 into February, 
Lincoln Park, L. A. (2nd winter here); 
1 female old-squaw, ocean south of Mexi- 
can boundary, January 16 (Watson); fe- 
male wood duck, January 31-February 1, 
Venice (Kent, Mrs. C. Smith). 

Hawks: Definite southward flights of 
turkey vultures in October, maximum of 
253 on 13th at Lucerne Valley (W.); the 
first northward flight of 9, January 12, at 
Altadena. The main Swainsons hawk 
flight apparently was missed or passed en- 
tirely east of the mountains, 1 at Big 
Bear City, October 12 (W.) the only rec- 
ord. Osprey, 3 October records; Harris’s 
hawk, 1 near Carlsbad, October 17 (Stultz, 
Daugherty) erroneously printed in last re- 
port as August 17; the rare American 
rough-leg again on the San Diego Christ- 
mas count (Huey). 

Shore birds: Avocets and dowitchers nu- 
merous in October (1000 + each at Carls- 
bad on 17th); Wilson’s snipe scarce in 
coastal marshes (total of 10 reported) but 
best inland areas were not covered. Lesser 
yellow-legs, knot (H., C.), surf-bird (C. G. 
Abbott) and ruddy turnstones, species 
rare in winter, all reported in small 
numbers. 

Gulls: Many short-billed along coast, 
and one immature glaucous gull, West- 
lake Park, L. A., January 12 and ff., were 
welcome northern additions. 

Terns: Very few royals; wintering For- 
ster’s scarce, though common in October, 
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and 3 common terns with them at Carls- 
bad October 17 (Watson, et al). 

Other water-birds: Many Brandt's cor- 
morants, chiefly in San Diego area; single 
Baird’s cormorants, January 6, Playa del 
Rey, 16th at Santa Monica. White peli- 
cans commonest on San Diego county 
lakes (December); 57 at Carlsbad, Octo- 
ber 17; 2, Echo Park, L. A., January 3 
and ff.; 3, Chatsworth, on 29th. At Mis- 
sion Bay, December 22, one Louisiana 
heron is a regular winter occurrence; but 
new to San Diego County were 2 cranes 
(sandhill or little brown), December 12, 
Otay Lake (Stott, Dr. O. K. Scott); one 
at Sweetwater res., December 15 and 26 
(Stott, et al.) and January 9 (Huey). 

Land birds: Most summer visitants and 
migrants left on dates normal for “late” 
years; e.g., October 17, rough-winged and 
barn swallows; 24th, violet-green swallow; 
llth, black-throated gray warbler (several 
winter records last year, none this). Sev- 
eral late records of Cassin’s solitary vireo, 
and Mrs. Michael reports the first mid- 
winter one, January 1-12, in Pasadena. 
Uncommon species: golden-crowned king- 
let, 6 near Big Bear Lake, October 10 
(W.), 1 on December 26 (M.); November 
25, Dalton Canyon, 1 pygmy owl (Cogs- 
well); December 5, Little ‘Tujunga Can- 
yon, 2 white-throated sparrows (Eckler); 
26th, Griffith Park, L. A., 1 red-naped 
sapsucker (Quattlebaum, Michael); Bar- 
ton Creek, San Bernardino Mts., 1 winter 
wren (C.). 

POPULATION. High 
American egrets and marsh hawks 
throughout fields in Orange County was 
no doubt due to plentiful rodent supply. 
Hundreds of goldfinches of all three spe- 
cies (few Lawrence's normally winter) fed 
on seeds in abandoned flower gardens in 
San Fernando valley area in January 
(Stultz, D.). Always irregular, Lewis’s 
woodpecker and varied thrush were en- 
tirely absent this year, likewise band- 
tailed pigeons were almost nil in their 
normal foothill oak areas, and there were 
few robins and cedar wax-wings in most 
of the lowlands. Large flocks of these last 
two, along with 500 mountain bluebirds, 
feeding on berries of the Sierra juniper 
(J. occidentalis) at Big Bear Lake, may 
provide the answer. 

Few repeated accurate counts of birds 
on the same or similar areas have been 
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made here, but Mr. Shuart reporting on 
19 coverages (August 15-January 30) of 
a mile of rocky coast at Palos Verdes lists 
many interesting items. Black turnstones 
averaged 114 (0-5 counted) till October 
31, when 60+ were counted with an 
average of 13 on subsequent coverages 
till January 1, 1944. Willets reached a 
maximum, January 30, of 278 on 34 mile 
of sandy beach plus 1 mile of rocky 
beach, and Farallon cormorants averaged 
17 on the ocean off this same area (Oc- 
tober 25-January 30). The following very 
worth while duck count from salt water 
bays in the San Diego area, January 29- 
30, by L. M. Huey of the San Diego 
Natural History Museum and E. H. Glid- 
don, game warden, records the largest 
number of black brant in many years: 
Torrey 
San Diego Mission Pines 
Bay Bay Slough 
black brant aa 
baldpate : 100 
pintail F 100 
green-w teal 
shoveller 
canvas-back 300 


lesser scaup ,200 50 100 
coot ee 200 500 


NESTING. Earliest, as 
Anna’s hummingbird with one nest un- 
der construction at Santa Barbara, De- 
cember 21, incubation in progress (?) 
January 21 (Rett). By late January a 
few bush-tits were building, and titmice, 
meadowlarks, Chinese spotted doves, etc., 
were in full song. 

ACCIDENTALS. January 16 and 30, 
Recreation Gun Club, Venice, 1 Nelson's 
sharp-tailed sparrow (Cogswell, Berry, 
Watson), and two at the same spot Febru- 
ary 8 and 12, seen by Geo. Willett of the 
Los Angeles Museum and many other 
observers; this is the third record of the 
species in California, and in fact, west of 
the Rockies. October 11, Mission Can- 
yon, Santa Barbara, 1 Canada warbler, 
seen by A. E. Hutchinson (and com- 
pared with museum specimens) is the first 
record for the state. 

Reporting cooperators, 25; several hun- 
dred hours of field work.—Howarp L. 
CocswELL, 3807 Sierra Grande St., Pasa- 
dena 8, Calif. 
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